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GOOD NEWS
Judge' s Decision May End 16 Year Battle

For Many Ohio Consumer s!
JudgeRobert Sargusissued hisopinionand order adopting the Special Master’ sreport and
recommendationsinthe 16 year old Martinlitigation on Nov. 28, 2005.

Thesubstance of theseven pagereport isthat Judge Sargusagreed withthe Klein Objectors
andothers, that individual swithmental retardationand other devel opmental disabilitieswhoare
not, nor will not bein“need of community housing and services’, are NOT members of the
Martin Classand CANNOT be bound by any decisioninthiscase and that, the Olmsted
decision stated that, “ individuals have the right to decline community-based treatment” .
Asmany of youknow, OL RS had repeatedly told consumersand guardiansof individuals
choosing | CFsMR and DCs, that they were membersof the Martin classand coul d not opt out.

Thisorder, by Judge Sarguseffectively putsan end to this case asatactic to eliminate
congregate care setting in Ohio.

Thisisamajor victory for OLMR, our membersand thethousands of men and womenwho
choosetolivein DCsand private | CFsM R in Ohio. OLM R membersspent tensof thousands
of dollarsdefending our position onthiscase, and each of you should be proud of your personal
effortsthat led to thisconclusion.

The Judge' sdecision doesnot mean that OL RSand the Department will not attempt other
meanstofurther downsizeDCsand privatel CFs-but it doesestablish someOhio caselaw
consi stent withthe Olmsted decision. Wewill continueto need your financial support, your
persona commitment to speak out infavor of your loved one’ srights, and your prayers.

MEMBER NOTICE:
Please send your email addressesto:
linklady @cyberzane.net so that you may receive regular
updates from OLMR . Thisis our most effective and the
most cost effective method of communicating with you.
L ook for the January, 2006 | ssue of the Advocate Soon!
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